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The misuse of file-sharing software – some child protection concerns

In the Digital Economy Bill the Government will introduce provisions to help in the fight against the unlawful use of 
filesharing software. Almost all of the discussion on this topic has focused on the potential benefits to our national 
economy because of the way the new measures will reduce current levels of copyright infringement.

However, within the world of child protection, filesharing software is a menace from two quite different standpoints:

1. As the UK has steadily succeeded in driving child abuse images (child pornography) from the 
world wide web, so the police are reporting ever greater volumes of traffic in these images 
shifting to filesharing environments. 

2. Leaving aside the question of child abuse images, filesharing software opens up a world in which 
children and young people can gain easy access to a range of highly age inappropriate content, 
some of which may also be illegal.

It is a matter of regret to us that these dimensions have not featured in any significant way in the debates on 
filesharing software that have taken place hitherto.

Moreover, given the rights holders, principally in the music and film industries, are in a sense about to be handed a 
major boost to their businesses by virtue of the new provisions, would it not be appropriate for them to show they 
recognise this other dimension of the problem and are similarly concerned about it?

One possible way for them to do that would be to offer to fund, for a limited period of say 12-18 months, an 
initiative which is specifically designed to drive child abuse images off the major filesharing networks.

They could do this, for example, by providing the UK’s relevant national policing agency, the Child Exploitation and 
Online Protection Centre (CEOP), with the resources necessary to recruit, train and supervise up to a dozen people to 
undertake this work. I have spoken to Jim Gamble, the CEO of CEOP, who would very happily support an initiative of 
this kind.

Hope you can help.
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